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I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


There is, savs the Charu Mther of the 22nd August, a panic among 
i the people of Mymensingh town. One night a 
Thefts in Mymensingh town. = 4) was committed in the house of the Head- 
clerk of the police office and two other houses were broken into. It is 
impossible to account for the sudden increase 10 the number of thefts in the 
town. The worthlessness and the indifference of the local police are, indeed, 
surprising. There are in the town a European District Superintendent of 
Police, an Assistant Superintendent, several senior Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors 
who are all praised in official papers as able officers, but the increase in the 
number of thefts certainly takes away from their reputation. The protection 
of life and property which is afforded by the English Government does it 
great credit; but when thefts are so common in the head-quarters of a district 
worse must be the state of things in the interior. 
2. According to the Barisal Aitaishi of the 23rd August, there is a tiger 
ee scare in Barisal town. Tigers are seen prowling 
Tiger scare in Barisal town. about at night and are said to attack or carry off 
cattle. Of the three,men who were attacked in Barisal, one is still lying in hospital. 
Another man who was mauled at Matbaria has been removed to Gazipur for 
treatment. The tigers are perhaps aware of the Lieutenant-Governor’s reply 
to the representation of the People’s Association for the withdrawal of the 
gun-license circular; perhaps they are roaming at large by way of ridiculing 
those who are opposed to the circular and thanking those who are for retain- 
ing it. 
, 8. Referring to the appointment of a dafadar on Rs. 6 per month over 
a every ten chaukidars in the Pangsa thana of the 
oamen eae. Faridpur district, a correspondent of the Mshir-o- 
Sudhakar of the 26th August says that it is useless, as a measure either of 
supervision or of discipline, to maintain a staff of dafadars, when their employ- 
ment will only mean an additional burden on the —_ The duties of the 
dafadars, namely, the supervision of the work of chaukidars, may be performed 
by the villagers and circle panchayats. The Divisional Commissioner should 
either do away with the office of dafadar or reduce the number of chaukidars, 
so that the poor people may not have to pay more than they pay now. 

4. A correspondent complains against the Faridpur police in the Dacca 
Prakash of the 28th August. There are much oppres- 
sion and zu/m in the Madaripur subdivision of the 
district owing to the lawlessness of the police. 
Complaints against policemen are not properly investigated and tried. There 
is collusion between the police and the ama of the Subdivisional Court. These 
people are aided by some of the landowners of the locality. They dismiss 
chaukidars and panchayats at pleasure and treat them as badly as they like. Hence 
no respectable man agrees to become a panchayat. The | Boatha Magistrate of 
Madaripur has expressed himself to the effect that he will severely punish anyone 
who will dare complain against the police or the amla. Babu Basanta Kumar 
Basu of Gonsaér Hat, who was deputed by his fellow-villagers to proceed to 
Madaripur and lay their grievances before the Subdivisional Officer, was ordered 
by that officer not to repeat bis complaints and was told that he would be sent to 
jail under the provisions of section 153A if he did repeat his complaint. A copy 
of that order appeared in the Bengal Times of the 13th October lust. The Sub- 
divisional Officer and the Inspector are helping the police to oppress the people. 
A police officer suspected a Namasudra in a theft case and maltreated him and 
his daughter-in-law. The matter is now before the Court. The District 
Magistrate of Faridpur believes everything which is reported by the police 
and there is, therefore, no checking the oppression by the latter. The police, 
the Deputy Magistrate of Madaripur and the zamindars have combined and 
raised rents in Sidilfura to the extent of Rs. 2,000 a year by oppressing and 
harassing the poor raiyats in various ways. 

The badmashes of Palong, with the aid of the police, concealed a number of 
crimes, of which one, a murder, has been unearthed by the well-known 
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Inspector of Barisal, Babu Kali Kisor Chaudhuri. The accused in this case 
have confessed their crime, and are now being tried at the Faridpur Sessions, 

The Head-Constable of Bhedarganj, who has nothing to do with Gonshaér 
Hat, has been spending five days there with the Inspector of Madaripur, leaving 
his own jurisdiction to take care of itself. If his presence was necessary at 
Gonshaér Hat for five days, the Inspector ought to have recorded the matter 
clearly in his diary. The Inspector is investigating two cases of bribe-taking 
against some of his subordinates and the Head-Constable of Bhedarganj is 
terrorising the complainants and witnesses in these cases. 


(b)—Working of the Courts. 


5. The Sansodhini of the 24th August is sorry at Babu Nabin Chandra 
_ Sen’s transfer from Chittagong. Babu Nabin 
Sen's Chandra’s term of service is drawing to a close, 
and he very much desired to finish that term in 
his own district. There would have been no cause for regret if his transfer 
had been the result of a promotion or if it had been made inthe ordinary 
course of the public service. The ground of his transfer is a trifling one. He 
has been removed from Chittagong because, it is said, he lent money toa 
cousin of his. It is true gazetted officers are prohibited from lending money to 
anybody; but why was not an explanation called for from Nabin Babu, as was 
done in the case of Mr. Good, before ordering his transfer? When Mr. Good 
was allowed to submit an explanation, why has Babu Nabin Chandra been 
punished unheard, and thus treated worse than a criminal? What Nabin Babu 
did was to help a poor relative in his difficulty with money. Was it such 
a serious offence as to require his punishment without giving him an opportunity 
of explaining his conduct, or without even letting him know that he was going 
to be thus dealt witn ? ‘There is a vast differenee between the case of Mr. 
Good and that of Babu Nabin Chandra. Mr. Good has been in the public 
service in Chittagong for the last seventeen or eighteen years, and he is in the 
habit of lending money; whereas Babu Nabin Chandra helped a poor relative 
with money and that when he was not stationed in Chittagong. Babu 
Nabin Chandra would have deserved punishment if after his transfer to 
Chittagong he had carried on the business of a money-lender either in his own 
name or in that of his wife or any other relative. But the circumstances 
in which he lent money to a cousin were such that punishment was quite 
uncalled for in his case. If the Commissioner did not wish to keep Nabin 
Babu as his Personal Assistant, he might have sent him back to a Deputy 
Magistrateship, but his sudden transfer has been quite unwarranted. 
6. The same paper is sorry to receive complaints against Mr. Agasti, 
ee Magistrate of Noakhali. Mr. Agasti is an able, 
kia St ttC=CS~Csé-worrkkinng, experienced. officer and a learned, 
affable and sympathetic gentleman. He earned 
great praise by his famine administration. He is not also an inefficient 
judicial officer. As a matter of fact, he is a model for native civilians to 
imitate. It is, therefore, painful to hear anything against him. But not only 
has the writer for some time past received complaints against him, but the 
Divisional Commissioner also is said to have protested against some of his acts. 
The writer cannot say whether charges against Mr. Agasti have been brought 
by disappointed men. But it is necessary for Mr. Agasti’s own sake and in the 


interest of his country that the Government should make an enquiry into the 
following points :— 


(1) The non-prosecution of the police in the case of Bhubaneswar and 
others. Whether the case was not transferred from the file of a Deputy Magis- 
trate? If it was, why? 

(-) If his orderlies did not forcibly take some goats from the pound? An 
examiuation of the papers of the case and a thorough enquiry into its circum- 
stances should be made. 


(3) Whether a goat was not taken by him from the house of Santa Sita’ 
If so, by what means was it taken ? 


(4) Whether the Magistrate does not use houses belonging to Rai Raj 
Kumar Datta Bahadur. How long has he thus used them? et | 


Babu Nabin Chandra 
transfer from Chittagong. 
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(5) How are the fish in the town municipal tank disposed of? Are they 
ee 6) Whether sugarcane, &c., from the Government model garden are 
not sold? The income and expenditure of this garden need careful supervision. 

(7) Whether the Magistrate does not owe money to a cloth-shop ? What is 
the ammount of his debt, and how long has 1t remained unpaid ? 

(8) If a panchayat was not retained in his post after having been fined 
Rs, 20 for a breach of the chaukidari law? 

(9) By what means and for how much was the horse belonging to the 
District Board ghat-majhis of Sandwip bought ? What was the real price of the 
animal ? 

7. The Pallivasi of the 3lst August says that though Amir Khan, the 

uhaienniee athlete has been sentenced by the 
A conviction for unnatural Sessions Judge of Burdwan to 10 years’ transporta- 
oT tion on the charge of having committed an un- 
natural offence, the rumour prevailing in his village is that he did not commit 
the offence. The case against him is said to have been concocted by his 
enemies, of whom there are many. His pleaders did not do well not to 
examine the respectable witnesses who were prepared to depose in his favour. 
Whether the conviction is due to the popular belief that unnatural offences are 
common among athletes (pahiwang), is more than can be said. 


(d)— Education. 


8. The Hitavadi of the 26th August has the following :— , 

Mr, Manisty, the present Commissioner of the 
Chittagong Division, has amended the District 
Board’s budget passed by tke late Commissioner 
and has made up his mind to bring about the abolition of the Middle-English, 
addin. Varmnenien and girls’ schools in the district. Chittagong is a poor 
district backward in education. It is not in a position to maintain private 
schools independently of all Government help. Moreover, fire, famine, 
cyclone and epidemics have made the condition of the people of the district 
so miserable that none but sufferers like them can realise the acuteness of their 
misery. ‘‘I consider,” writes the Commissioner in this year of distress, ‘that 
in the same circumstances and, indeed, at all times, the Board should spend no 
money on English education and very little on middle vernacular education, 
for both of which people should themselves pay if they want it.” Let the 
reader judge whether this opinion does or does not go against the policy of 
the Government. Is not the income of the Board derived from taxes levied 
from the eople ? Have the people no connection with the District Board ? 
ay BsecS writes the Commissioner in another part of his letter, “that 
proceeds of ferries and canals ought to be devoted entirely to communications, 
which are very backward in your district.” Itis something that the Com- 
missioner has admitted that Chittagong is very backward in communi- 
cations. We would have been very much obliged to him if he had not 
forgotten to mention that the district is equally backward in education. He 
ought also to have borne in mind that the Government, in its letter No. 1174 
of 1888, handed over to the District Boards its income from ferries, with the 
instruction that it should be devoted to the promotion of education. How can 
we say that the Commissioner is not aware ofthe existence of this letter? 
Are we to understand, then, much against our will, that he is wilfully ignoring 


the Government’s order and persisting in the wrong course he has adopted ? 
The Commissioner concludes his letter thus :— 


“I must, therefore, request you to reduce the provision for Middle-English 
schools by two-thirds this year and to withdraw the rest next year, The 
provision of middle vernacular education will be reduced by one-half this year, 
and might well be further reduced in future, &c., &c., &c. Under primary 
the item of rewards in boys’ schools will be reduced by Rs. 3,500 and girls’ 
by Rs. 100, &c., &c., to which must be added a sum of Rs. 1,000 for special 
grants for buildings.” 

It is quite clear from the above that the Commissioner’s wrath is princi- 
pally directed against Middle-English schools. There are no more than twelve 


The question of education in 
the Chittagong district. 
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Aug. 31st, 1898, 
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such schools in Chittagong. These schools serve the four-fold purpose of 
Lower and Upper Primary and Middle-English and Middle-Vernacular schools 
If there had been four different schools instead of all of them being combined 
in one, the District Board would have had to spend Rs. 43 instead of Rs. 20 
a month, as at present. Js the Commissioner so decidedly against the middle 
schools, because in Chittagong they are, veg | one of them, serving the purpose 
of four schools? ‘There is nothing new to be said about the middle schools 
and the schools which receive rewards from the Government. It is not 
expected that the Commissioner, who could not grant a few rupees for the 
construction of houses for girls’ schools and for the rebuilding of school-houses 
destroyed by the cyclone, should be more generously disposed towards the 
promotion of education in Chittagong. 

There is very little doubt. that the curtailment of educational grants will 
bring about the abolition of schools in Chittagong. ‘There are only four in. 
dependent private schools im the district, and they are still struggling for 
existence. The remaining schools depend mainly upon Government aid for 
their maintenance. If this aid is withdrawn or pe Be. they are sure to cease 
to exist. We need not dilate long on this point; let us only quote from a 
letter of the Director of Public Instruction. It is our firm conviction that no 
injustice will be done to the Chittagong people so long as Sir John Woodburn 
is at the head of the Government and Mr. Pedler at the head of the Edu- 
cation Department. The following is taken from the letter of the Director 
of Public Instruction to the Commissioner of Chittagong regarding the last 
year’s budget of the District Board :— 

‘As regards grant-in-aid to middle schools, it appears to me that in a 
year of scarcity the grants should be kept up to their former figure if this be 
possible. The teachers of these schools are in general very badly paid, and 
if any reductions are to be made from their small salaries, it will entail very 
great hardship upon them. It is hardly likely ina year of famine or of 
scarcity that local contributions will come up to their usual standard.” 

But, alas! the Commissioner has disregarded the advice of the head of the 
Education Department. He has also set his face against the following recom- 
mendations of the Deputy Inspector of Schools, Chittagong :— 

‘¢ After payment of the expenditure for the past four months, calculated at 
the old rates, there would be left Rs. 100 for the Middle-English schools and 
Rs. 1,040 for the Middle-Vernacular for the remaining eight months of the 
year. * * * T'o carry out the reductions ordered, therefore, it would be 
necessary to withdraw the grants from all middle schools, except one, and to 
close one of the Board’s schools with effect from this month. I beg respect- 
fully to submit that the local income of the middle schools in the district 
having been considerably reduced owing to a large falling off in the number of 
pupils and irregular collection of fees since the cyclone the withdrawal 
of grants this year will likely result in the closure of many schools. * * * 
There are thirty-seven girls’ schools on the stipendiary lists. Grants of 17 
schools will have to be withdrawn, and rewards altogether stopped. I beg to 
submit that no girls’ school in this district is expected to work without aid. 

The special grant for houses has been reduced from Rs, 2,000 to 
Rs. 1,000, I beg to submit that this amount had better be transferred either 
to middle education or to girls’ schools, or to both.” 


The Commissioner wrote the following to the Chairman of the District 
Board in reply to the above:— 

“T regret I cannot see my way to altering my original reduction of the 
Education Budget for the current year, specially as I now see from your letter, 
or rather from the Deputy Inspector’s letter No 482 accompanying it, that 
English teachers are actually maintained in socalled Middle-Vernacular 
schools. This seems quite wrong, and the Board should not pay the English 
teachers anything. My original orders were issued on 3rd June last, and, if 
not yet carried out, should be put into force without further delay.” 

A correspondent from Chittagong writes that the amended budget came 
up for discussion at a recent meeting of the Board. The budget was passed 
without a protest, and the native members did not venture to raise @ dis- 
sentient voice. It is to be hoped, however, that the Lieutenant-Governor and 


the Director of Public Instruction will do justice to the Chittagong people. 
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9. The Sansodhini of the 24th August has the following : ~ ae Simeniion, 
By the order of the Divisional Commissioner aug. 24th, 1808, 

Public instruction in Chitts- gnd with the approval of the District Board, public 
—— instruction in the Chittagong district has been 
reduced to a sad plight. We cannot, however, throw the entire blame on the 
Commissioner. If he has absolute power in this matter, why does the District 
Board exist? The Commissioner has power to refuse his sanction to a budget 
framed by the District Board, but the Board, too, has power to take into 
its consideration any orders which are passed thereon by the Commis- 
sioner. If the Board had refused to abide by the Commissioner’s decision, 
the matter would have been submitted to Government for orders, or referred to 
the Director of Public Instruction for advice. But, instead of doing that, the 
members of the Board without a word of protest acquiesced in the Commissioner’s 
decision. Englishmen love independence and, being an Englishman, Mr. Manisty 
would not have been displeased with the members of the Board for disagreeing 
with him and adhering to their own independent opinion. Discussion brings out 
the truth and friction is conducive to good work. It would have been for the 
good of the district if the members of the Board had protested against the 
Commissioner’s decision. 

10. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 28th August says that pami-o-Samacaar 


Government has done a very good thing and given  _SBANDRIKA, 


Rai Radhika Prasanna Mukharji Aug, 28th, 1898. 


echeten hee evidence of sound judgment by granting six months’ 

ue extension of service to Rai Radhika Prasanna 
Mukharji Bahadur, the able and learned Inspector of Schools, Presidency Circle, 
and Mr. Pedler has shown his appreciation of merit by making that wise recom- 
mendation. It is doubtful whether the Education Department has another 
officer so devoted to his duty and so qualified in every respect as the Rai 
Bahadur, and the longer such a man is permitted to remain in office, the better 
for the Department and therefore for the country. It would be well for 
Government if it were not required to pension off the officer in question at all, 
It is true that the Rai Bahadur has grown old in years, but his working power 
is still much greater than that of many younger men, In selecting text-books 
for the different examinations of the Department, the Director should consult 
men like the Rai Bahadur, Babu Abinash Chandra Chatterji, Inspector of Schools, 
Burdwan Circle, and the Assistant Inspector of Schools, Babu Brajendrakumar 
Guha. A Committee like one of the Boards of studies in the Calcutta University 
should be formed for this purpose, and Bengali scholars should be given seats 
on it. Some such arrangement is said to be in contemplation. Mr. Pedler is 
an able and impartial man and knows how to reward merit. Native authors 
expect justice at his hands. The rumour that that accomplished scholar Babu 
Rajendra Chandra Sastri will be given a seat on the proposed Committee has 
given great satisfaction. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


11, The Ulubaria Darpan of the 16th August complains that though urovsans Darras, 
A ferry in the Howrah district,  ‘2@ Banspati canal ferry in the Howrah district aug. 16th, 189. 
id =" was resumed by the District Board and leased 
out so late as the Ist May last, nothing has yet been done to remove the 
inconveniences of the public, who have, during ebb-tide, to wade through knee- 
deep mud in order to reach the ferry boat. There is a rule that District Boards 
should consult the convenience of passengers at ferries owned and leased out by 
them; but the Chairman of the Ulubaria Local] Board, who has himself seen the 
een PRN connected with this ferry, has not done any thing to remove 
them. 
12. The Charu Mihir of the 22nd “August calls upon the municipal = cuaanv sume, 
authorities of Mymensingh to improve thedrainage Aug. 22nd, 1:98. 
PB drainage of Mymensingh of the town, as the health of the residents will other- 
wise suffer. The roadside drains have become a 
prolific source of insanitation. Water accumulates in these drains, thereb 
causing putrefaction and filling the air with a noxious stench, which makes it 
almost impossible to walk along the roads. 


Burdwan S/NIIVANI, 
Aug. 23rd, 1898. 


BaRISAL HItAlSHI, 
Aug. 23rd, 1898. 


SaNSODHINI, 
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H1itavaD!, 
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: 
13. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 23rd August suggests that Government 
ae _. ..., Should nominate Kumar Pramathanath Malia of 
The Raniganj Municipality m the Searsole Raj family as a Commissioner $f th 
the Burdwan district. . ° a ers : ) 
Raniganj Municipality in the Burdwan district, in 

succession to Mr. Maxwell, Assistant Engineer, East Indian Railway, who ig 
going away. Men like Mr. Maxwell, who has not even once entered the Muni- 


cipal Office since his appointment, cannever do any good as a Municipal 
Commissioner. 


14, The Barisal Hitaishi of the 23rd August reports that though a notice 


: ; _ had been issued saying that the adjourned month 

aa ee Muni- meeting of the Municipal Ceeranbikcnenn of Bariaa 

eT would be held on the 23rd August, neither the Chair- 
man, nor the Vice-Chairman, nor the Secretary, nor any other municipal officer 
was present at the office on thatday. Six of the Commissioners came in obeience 
to the notice and waited till 8 in the evening, but no municipal employé except 
a mehter boy was to be seen. If the meeting had to be postponed for some 
reason or other, notice of postponement should have been sent to the Commis- 
sioners, or if there was no time for the circulation of such a notice an officer 
should have waited at the office to inform the Commissioners of the postpone- 
ment as they came in, instead of making them wait so long to no purpose. 


15. The Sansodhini * the mt ce ron the following about the 
; ae ittagong District Board :— | 

she Cena Shane Seer The present members of the Board have never 
done anything useful to the country and have never given their independent 
judgment on any difficult question. They were appointed for the sole purpose 
of giving their support to the Magistrate-Chairman, and they have faithfully 
done that duty. The manner in which the Board is formed is a proof that the 
authorities do not like to have spirited and independent men as its members. 
Over and over again, old members ready to carry out the orders of the 
officials are re-appointed to the exclusion of new men, who ought to be given 
an opportunity of learning the principles of local self-government. 


To make the Board an efficient body, it ought to be constituted by 
election. The people of Chittagong should make a prayer to that effect to the 
Government. Out of a total of 38 District Boards in the whole province, as 
many as 32 enjoy the privilege of electing their members, and it is only the 
Chittagong and five other Boards that have not yet been favoared with the 
right. But why should Chittagong be not allowed to enjoy the privilege 
which so many other districts enjoy? Is every one of the latter ahead of 
Chittagong in education and political knowledge? ‘There should be an agita- 


- for the establishment of one Local Board in the Sadar and another in Cox’s 
Bazar. 


One fails to see why the Commissioner is anxious to increase the number 
of European members of the Board. The major portion of the Board’s income 
being derived from the road-cess, the Board’s principal function is to look 
after roads and communications, and the interests of the European community 
in this respect have no risk of suffering injury at the hands of the native 
members. Is Mr. Manisty’s object in increasing the European element in the 


Board to strike a blow at the root of even the nominal local self-government 
which prevails in the district ? 


In conclusion, we cannot help referring to the strange way in which 
the resolutions of the Board are carried. The resolutions of the Sub- 
Committees are not circulated beforehand among the members of the Board, 
nor are they read out at the Board’s meetings. They are simply laid on the 
table in a closed book and are taken for read and adopted. To adopt resolutions 


inthis manner, the Board’s members must be men gifted with superhuman 
intelligence ! 


16. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 26th August complains of 


, bad ferry arran ts in Nawadanga in the Rang- 
Af Ty | gements in Nawadanga 1 
oe pur district. There are no boatmen to ferry the 


passengers. This causes them great inconvenience. The iaradar should be 
warned. 


| ( sil ) 


oy 
( f}—Questions affecting the land. 


| i report of a Committee of the House of Commons 

ndtmegee dato is the effect that in money suits, whatever may be 

The indebtedness of the ralyat. +h. demands of the creditor, the court should give 

a decree only for the amount it thinks just and should require the creditor to 

return to the debtor whatever is not, in its opinion, legitimately due to the 
former, the Sanjivani of the 27th August says:— 


‘Tf such a law be necessary in England, how much more necessary must it 


be in India where the mahajans treat their debtor so so badly? Government: 


ld introduce in this country a law similar to the one proposed by the 
eins Committee for the lief of debtors in England ; otherwise the 
condition of the Indian peasantry will become extremely miserable. Govern- 
ment has passed the Tenancy Act and is often amending it for the protection 
of the ralyats; but unless it can free the ralyats from the clutches of the 
mahajans, the Tenancy Act will fail to effect any improvement in their 
condition.” eed 


(g)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation, 


18. The Ulubaria Darpan of the 16th August urges upon the officers in 
charge of canals and embankments in that part 
_ Delay in giving canal-water for of the country to submit to their superiors the 
— applications of raiyats for the watering | or 
de-watering of their fields without any delay whatever, so that the sanction 
of the Executive Engineer may be obtained in three or four days. The 
raiyats usually depend on Nature for water to irrigate their fields, and it 
is only when the rains fail and their crops begin to wither that they apply for 
canal water, If, therefore, any considerable delay is made in granting their 
applications, they either despair or are led to commit illegal acts, such as 
the cutting of bandhs. And they are then arrested, prosecuted and punished. 
Recently the Sub-Overseer, Midnapore Canals, prosecuted three men of village 
Deoli, for having cut an embankment, The accused, who were acquitted, are 
now thinking of prosecuting the Sub-Overseer for wrongful confinement. All 
this unpleasantness may be avoided if unnecessary delay is not made in sanc- 
tioning the petitions of raiyats for canal water. 
19. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 26th August complains of a 
a Suid wale i as ae bad road in the Hooghly district. It 1s the un- 
ra so metalled road between Haripal and Atpur. It 
becomes impassable during the rains. 


(h)— General. 


20. Referring to the prevalence of malaria in the Ulubaria subdivision 

i of the Howrah district during the last few years, 
division of tue Howl duttice the Uvubaria Darpan of the 16th August, urges the 
necessity of the Sanitary Commissioner’s deputing 

one of his Assistants to trace the cause of the epidemic. The rate of mortality 
is higher this year than it was in any preceding year, and it, therefore, seems 
likely that the Civil Surgeon of Howiah was right when he said that the high 
embankment of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway was responsible for the outbreak of 
malaria in this subdivision. Much good might be done if the Assistant Sanitary 


Commissioner, who visits various parts of the country, would pay a visit. to 
Ulubaria and examine the drinking-water, &c. 


21. A correspondent urges in the Charu Mihir of the 22nd August the 


- necessity of establishing a post-office in Kheruajani 
in the Mymeusingh astcot, “2° in the Mymensingh district, which is served only 

: once or twice a month from the Muktagacha post- 
office, There is an upper primary school in the village, the teacher of which 


can take charge of a post-office, and the proprietor of the school is willing to 
accommodate a post office in the school building. 


22. ‘The same paper has the following :— 
We do not wish to deny that those English 


The policy of repression. officials who support the policy of rigour or 


/ 


SaNJIVANI, 
Aug. 27th, 1898, 


ULUBARIA DaRPAN, 
Aug. 16th, 1898. 


HitavaDI, 
Aug. 26th, 1898, 


ULUBARIA DaRgPaN, 
Aug. 16th, 1898. 


CHARU MIHIR, 
Aug. 22nd, 1898, 


CHaro Mra. 


eo 


cE | 
d 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Aug, 23rd, 1898. 


SANSODHINI, 
Aug. 24th, 1898, 


SaNSODHINI. 


| ( 812 ) 


j 


. 


/ 
repression. which is mainfesting itself in various forms in the government’ 
this country, are well-wishers of Ssitiah rule; but we Ped praise ph 
policy. We might have understood the justice or reasonableness of such a 
policy if it had been adopted when British supremacy was not fairly estab. 
fished in India and the Indians had not realised all the benefits of English 
rule. The Indian does not desire to seo the Russian in India. If he had 
desired it, he would have had to exercise himself with the fear of solitary Siberia 
instead of looking hopefully towards the British Parliament. We are tasting 
the bitter fruits of a mistaken policy, because there is at the present, moment a 
dearth of experienced men in the highest circles of English society. The 
political aspirations of the Indians which the British officials are misreading 
will not be checked by repressive laws. ‘The English are the rulers, the Indians _ 
are the ruled ; the English are the teachers of the Indians, the Indians are their — 
pupils; so, as England’s prosperity increases, the Indian’s demand for political 
privileges will become louder. The Indians have not read that noble passage 
in the Bible in vain—“ Knock and it shall’be opened unto you.” 

23. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 23rd August says that as the District 


; Boards are unable to execute many useful works 
— railway for want of money, they ought adt to be burdened 
| with the cost of maintaining chaukidars at the 
railway stations to stop plague patients. | 

24. The Sansodhini of ~ 24th mg, says oa the og genie of the 

as : ittazong Division has stopped the pay of all the 
“meee a : "scan clerks in his own office ah the: English Depart- 
Division. / | ments of the Collector’s and the Court of Wards’ 
offices, because a letter written by the Legal Remembrancer to Government to 
the Collector of Chittagong, regarding the right of the Court of Wards | to 
take out probates of will, was published in a previous issue of this paper. The 
record-keeper of the Commissioner’s office has also been suspended. But why 
have not the clerks of the Legal Remembrancer’s office, too, been suspended ? 
Seeing the opportunities that exist in a city like Calcutta for the divulgence of 
official secrets, it is not unlikely that the letter in question found its way into a 
public print from that office. The month is drawing to a close, and it would 
mean the severest hardship to poor clerks if, in consequence of a mere sus- 
picion, they are not paid their salaries on the next pay day. - 

The clerks of the Commissioner’s office have also done nothing wrong by 
letting the public know of the Commissioner’s order disqualifying residents of 
the Chittagong district from service under Government as kanungos, That is 
an order which the public have every right to know and to protest against with 
a view to its withdrawal. If the public were not ower to know anything 
about orders like this, local authorities would have it in their power to do 
incalculable mischief in particular cases. It is, of course, extremely wrong to 
procure official secrets by underhand means. But copies of official orders 
ee one in question ought, on the other hand, to be made available to the 

ublic. 

' As regards the order itself, for what offence have the people of Chittagong 
been disqualified from serving as kanungos? The records of the Calcutta 
University prove that they possess sufficient educational qualifications to fill 
those posts. And as regards, trustworthiness, everybody in Chittagong cannot 
be an untrustworthy man. Rai Sarat Chandra Das Bahadur, who has gained 
the highest praise from the Government and has been rewarded with sagirs 
for his eminent diplomatic services, is a native of Chittagong. Instances of 
Chittagong men serving Government faithfully and becoming the glory 
of their country can be multiplied. There may be incompetent or untrust- 
worthy men here and there, but that should not lead the authorities to dis- 


qualify the men of the whole district for a particular branch of the public 
service. | 


25. The same paper has the following:— 


sieisiniadieniaiiieiacaiaadaaiaas Owing to the cyclone and famine, the Goddess 
gong district by the wialin of Prosperity has disappeared from Chittagong, and, 
thanks to the Commissioner and the District Board, 

the Goddess of Learning, too, has been exiled from the district. It only 
remains for the people to pronounce the final benediction “ santi,” “shnti’ 
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nd’seek repose. We donot know why such angry looks are 
ea 9 Pence) eta ong. Famine and cy clone have brought desolation on 
the whole district, and to add to the sufferings of the inhabitants, they are not to 
be given any appointment (post of kanungo) under Government, or food to 
apease their hunger. Education is almost forbidden to them, and that means 
that many will be deharred from earning 4 livelihood. The inhabitants will 
not get service in their own district. Nabin Babu and Prankrishna Babu have 
been transferred, and an attempt is being made in regard to Iswar Babu, 
Clerks are being harassed at every step. Let us see how much more is in store 
for Chittagong. 

26. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 25th August says that the new 


ostage rules are based upon selfish motives. Native 
journalists will be put to great inconvenience, 
because they will have to fix a one-pice stamp on each newspaper, including 
exchange and agents’ copies. They are not, therefore, satisfied with these new 
rules. | 


27. The Hitavadi of the 26th August has the following :— 


; The Governor of Bombay plainly admitted the 

a ruinous plague other day that the prov:ncial public exchequer was 

eens exhausted and the Government: had become all 

but insolvent. We do not deny that famine is one of the causes of this 

insolvency, but can anyone say that the Government would have been reduced 
to such straits but for the plague? 

It is impossible in this article to criticise all the plague measures on which 
the Government has wasted money. Let us cite only a few instances of the 
Government’s extravagance. The employment of European plague doctors 
and nurses has been a heavy drain on the public exchequer. The officials have 
loudly belauded these ladies and gentlemen, but the public have discovered no 
uncommon merit in them. On the other hand, they believe that it was these 
doctors and nurses who made confusion worse confounded. 

The Government has imported these plague doctors and nurses from 
England. Itis not known that they have any special knowledge or experience 
of plague, or that they had been anywhere employed on plague duty before 
they came out to India. It is not also known to us that they have acquired 
a remarkable knowledge of medical science or that they hold high-class 


The new postage rules. 


diplomas in that subject. The Government has nevertheless ignored the 


claims of native doctors and nurses and appointed these European doctors 
and nurses on high salaries. Let the public judge whether this does or does 
not prove the Secretary of State’s undue partiality for his countrymen and 
countrywomen, 

No one can say that there are no high-class medical institutions in India. 
Instead of appointing those who have qualified themselves in medical 
science in these institutions on salaries of two to three hundred rupees, 
European doctors and nurses imported from England have been appointed on 
Salaries of five to seven hundred rupees. We fail to understand the propriety 


of this course of action. What is true of the plague doctors 1s also true of the 


plague nurses. Female hospital assistants, who are far better qualified than 
these European nurses, could be had in this country for 90 to 100 rupees. 
Indian nurses could be had for 60 to 70 rupees. Will the Government explain 
the necessity of importing European nurses on Rs, 200 a month ? | 
The Government has certainly done wrong by ignoring the claims of those 
who have been born in this country or have been long residing here who are 
acquainted with the manners and customs of the people and who know their 
language. ‘I’o ignore the claims of these people and appoint European doctors 
and nurses ignorant of the language, manners and customs of the Indian 
people, on high salaries, has been the height of injustice. By doing this the 
Government has not only increased plague expenditure, but has, in @ manner, 
shown contempt for those who, educated in the Indian medical institutions, have 
qualified themselves in medical science. 
_ The public exchequer is empty, but still the Government is wasting money 
in this way on plague measures. That this waste has placed the Bombay 
Government on the brink of bankruptcy cannot be gainsaid. Unfortunately, 
however, the example of the Bombay Government has not taught the sister 
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Governments a lesson. ‘ Not to go far, what is being done in Calcutta ?- There 
is no prevalence of plague in Calcutta ; there was in fact,a clean bill for the last 
five days. But still the money of the rate-payers is being wasted on doctors 
and nurses imported from England. Who can say that the Bengal Govern. 
ment will not in the end be placed in the same predicament in which the 
Bombay Government now finds itself? 

The Bengal Government has plainly given out that the District Boards 
should bear the expenditure incurred in maintaining the plague camps at 
Chausa and other places, The District Boards cannot, for want of money 
undertake many works of public ona A and it has been highly inadvisable to 
place a: heavy burden on their shoulders. The course adopted by the Govern- 
ment will compel the District Boards either to curtail their road expenditure or 
to find out new sources of income. | 

All public bodies from the Government down to the Local Board are 
steeped indebt. The public exchequer is exhausted, and the people are not in 
& position to pay increased taxation. The plague messengers have nothing to 
do with the Gavernment’s growing indebtedness. They are pleasure-seekers 
and will suck the Government to the last penny. 

A cartoon is given to illustrate this particular aspect of the plague ques- 
tion. A cage is shown containing hungry birds which, with their bills widely 
opened, are screaming for food. A fat Englishman is shown, holding in 
his hand a wallet marked ‘ Loan,” and addressing the birds. The cage is 
labelled ‘‘ Plague Prevention ” and the cartoon is headed as follows :—“ Nothing 
can fill this confounded stomach of mine.” ‘The letter-press stands thus:— 


| * BrrDs IN A CAGE. 
Read, Baba Aémaram, read. 
Give up the cry—“ Give, give.”’ 
The burden of indebtedness is increasing 
In finding food for you. 
You have learnt to utter only one word, 
_ And you have nothing else to say. — 
It is useless to open your mouth now; 
I have not the wherewithal to feed you every day. 
The more I give you the more you want; | 
And you are continuously clamouring for more. 
The plague is not, alas! come. Its vehemence has subsided. 
_ Now you have nothing to do, except dancing in the cage. 
28. The same paper writes as follows:— 


tetas eo goers aay ag Press a "oe 
OD mittees in the Bombay Presidency, the Secretary of State replie 

ne in such a way “4 to make the public think that 
these committees had been formed with the view of keeping the Government 
well posted in the vernacular newspapers, and that they were not at all 
calculated to encroach upon the liberty of the press. The Press Committees 
have, however, proved an important instrument for the curtailment of the 
liberty of the press. The Kal, a Bombay newspaper, humorously wrote the 
other day that the natives ought to have strength enough to bear beating by 
Europeans. This at once disturbed the equanimity of the Bombay officials, 
and they called upon the editor to submit a written apology for such writing, 
and the editor, to escape worse treatment, at once apologised. Is not such 
conduct, we ask the mpawehery of State, objectionable? if this is not destroying 
the liberty of the press, we do not know what is. 


29. ‘The same paper thus comments upon the statistics of plague mortality 
in Calcutta: — a8 

The three patients who were confined in the 
family hospitals all recovered. Just contrast the 
case of family hospitals with that of the Mayo Hospital. All thirteen patients 
confined in the Mayo Hospital died. This no doubt reflects great credit upon 
the Mayo Hospital authorities. The satisfactory results shown by the family 
hospitals naturally raise this question in one’s mind—has the forcible removal of 
a patient from the midst of his family to the public plague hospital anything to 
do with mortality? That such removal causés the patient great mental pain aD 
bodily exhaustion goes without saying. Who can say that these circumstances 
have not led to the death of many patients confined in the public plague 


Family plague hospital compared 
with public plague hospital. " 
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‘tals? Doctors intimately acquainted with the pathology of. plague 
el say that-in plague care should be taken to prevent, by all means, 
the nervous exhaustion of the patient. The authorities should consider whether 
nervous exhaustion is or is not caused by the forcible removal of a patient from 


his house. : | 
80, In the eye of the European, writes the Bangavasi of the 27th August, 
; there are two and only two classes of people in 
Plague compe:Sor natives. India—native and European. On rare occasions 
has a presumptuous plague officer been known to detain a solitary Eurasian in 
the plague camp; but a European has never been detained in this way, and it is 
said that a European, belonging as he does to the ruling race, is never attacked 
with plague, ll natives are, in the European eye, on the same footing. 
Kols, Bhils and Sonthals are natives, a Brahman is a native, and even a 
Maharaja is a native. Natives are attacked “with plague and are detained in 
the plague camps. Without natives plague camps will be useless, and ‘it is 
for the natives and the natives alone that these ‘darma huts have been con- 
structed. Rajas and zamindars are as much natives as Kols and Bhils; and 
so all of them, without distinction, are put into these miserable huts. All 
Englishmen, without exception, make the same arrangements for the accom- 
modation of natives. But fools that we are, we always forget our real position. 
We have become Babus and we cannot therefore bear the hardships and incon- 
veniences of life in a plague camp. 
31. Referring to the circular issued by Sir Baker Russell, Commander- 
in-Chief of the Bengal Army, to the effect that 
soldiers should not be permitted to oppress the 
people, the Sanjivant of the 27th August says :— 
No good will result if the Commander in-Chief remains satisfied with 
issuing this circular. He should keep an eye on the soldiers, 


32. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 27th August has the follow- 
The soldier-circular “— pa ge he | 

tee The decision in the Barrackpore case has 
borne no fruit, This decision notwithstanding, murder of natives by European 
soldiers is daily taking place here, there and everywhere. Some of these cases 
have been tried, some are still under trial. In most cases the accused have 
been acquitted. An inpartial jury like the one empannelled in the High Court 
in the Barrackpore case is not to be had always and everywhere. All Judges, 
again, are not as just and strong-minded as Sir Francis Maclean. So the 
result of the trial of European soldiers accused of murdering natives has not 
been equally satisfactory in all cases. The proclamation by the military autho- 
rities drawing the attention of the soldiers to the decision in the Barrackpore 
case has failed to make any impression on their mind. If the Chief Justice 
could have tried all the cases with the jury with whom he tried the Barrack- 
pore case, the results would have been more satisfactory. Some of the Anglo- 
indian papers have even questioned the justice of the decision in the Barrack- 
pore case. This shows that there are men in this country who do not like to 
see European offenders punished. These murders of natives by European 
soldiers are not likely to be put a stop to so long as European offenders are not 
in all cases as impartially tried as they have been by the Chief Justice in the 
Barrackpore case. Hundreds of circulars and thousands of 1esolutions cannot 
do what can be effected only by an impartial trial of European offenders in all 
cases. 

33. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 29th August does not see any reason 
why the plague rules are still in force in Calcutta, 
when there is no plague in the town. From the 
Health Officer’s report it appears that the people who were taken to the isolation 
hospitals were not suffering from real plague. 


34, The Datnik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 41st August writes as 
cae Ew, follows :— 
The condition and prospects of Thanks to the exertions of the late Dr. Baha- 


Assistant Surgeons. . durji, the condition and prospects of ‘the Assistant 
Surgeons are going’to be improved. A new grade of Rs. 300 is going to be 
created, and 19 of the posts which are now held by Civil Surgeons are going 
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to be opened to the Assistant Surgeons. The selection of men for these 19 
posts will be made by the Provincial Governments, and there should be no 
dissatisfaction among the Assistant Surgeons, because these posts will not be 
given away on the results of competitive examinations. The concessions 
granted to the Assistant Surgeons are not of course all that was desired but 
they ought to be satisfied with this favour, small though it be. The new 
rules regarding pay and examination, &c., are not of course quite satisfacto 

and Dr. Bahadurji would no doubt have objected to the arrangement that ef 
rules would not be given effect to at once in the Madras and Bombay Pregi- 
dencies. ‘The rules, however, have given us great pleasure, and we are glad 


that. Lord Elgin has done at least one good thing before leaving this country. 


II].— LeGIsLaTIVvE, 


35. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 26th August has the following :— 


ore At the desire of the late Lieutenant-Governor 
The Calentta Municipal Bill. and the instigation of the European residents, the 
law, under which Calcutta has been so much improved within the last 20 years 
and its beauty has been enhanced, is about to be altered. The citizens are to 
be deprived of their more important powers and privileges. 

lt was in the belief that the affairs of the city would be better managed 
by the citizens themselves that Sir Richard Temple conferred on them the 
right of election—the chief element of local self-government. There is no 
evidence to show that the Commissioners have neglected their duties. On the 
contrary, in the Bengal Administration Report, in the reports of the proceedings 
of the Corporation, and in other papers the Commissioners have been praised 
for their zeal, industry and ability. The past Chairman of the Municipality 
also bore testimony to the worth and usefulness of the Commissioners. The 
Commissioners have improved Calcutta: they have opened wide streets, made 
many insanitary buséees sanitary, laid out public gardens, provided filtered 
water for drinking, cooking, and bathing purposes, and arranged for the supply 
of unfiltered water for other purposes. ‘They have admittedly done everything 
for the improvement of the town, in beauty and sanitation, and for the 
convenience and comfort of the citizens. ES 

Why Sir Alexander Mackenzie was displeased with the work of the 
Commissioners, is, therefore, more than what we can say. Self-Govern- 
ment is to be sacrificed becauce Sir Alexander did not like it, We 
do not see why, at the instance of a particular official, there should be 
a change made in the policy of liberal-minded and noble-hearted English 
officials, of giving the Sofiens lessons in self-government. 

If the executive officers of the Municipality are, as proposed, vested with 
greater powers than they now possess, there will be seen greater neglect and 
confusion, whilst the withdrawal of their responsibility will make matters 
worse, and the overtaxed citizens will have to bear a heavier load of taxation. 
It will be difficult to live in the metropolis, for no water will be had in thirst. 
The poor will find it difficult to erect houses under the very strict building regu- 
lations that have been proposed. The practice of erecting two and three- 
storied houses on one or two cotéahs of land will have to be given up; and certifi- 
cates will have to be procured before removing the dead for burial or cremation ; 
and, failing a doctor’s certificate, information will have to be sent to the Muni- 
cipal Registrar, who will come and certify. Though the law provides that this 
officer will not charge anything for doing this, he will, as a matter of fact, have 
to be gratified. It is not also likely that the Registrar will dothis duty without 

regard to the hour or the weather. The danger will be greater of a death 
occurring at night, for the dead body cannot be buried or burnt without the 
special sanction of the Chairman. This rulemay not much effect Christians and 
uhammadans, but it will be productive of great and unnecessary eulm on 
Hindus. It will hurt the religious susceptibilities of pious Hindus. 

36. The Sanjivani of the 27th August has the following :— 

The Calentta Municipal Bill. Why should we not protest when the Govern- 
ae ment is about to deprive us of the right we have 

been enjoying for the last 20 years? It is very preposterous that we shall not 
be able treely to burn the dead, drink water and erect houses according tu our 
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‘tion in life. There have been and there will be protests against such 
apeaaeas provisions of the Municipal law; and if the framers of the law do 
not listen to them, the agitation will be carried to England. If that agitation, 
too, — unavailing, the law, we can confidently say, will give rise to 
~ enjoyed for 20 years is a to be abolished by one stroke of the 
pen! The former law-makers provide that though Government will appoint 
the Chairman of the Corporation, his pay will be fixed by the Commissioners. 
But the framers of this Bill have not only withdrawn this right from the Com- 
missioners and vested it in the Government, but have laid down that if the 
Commissioners will not accommodate the Chairman with a suitable house, 
Government will have the right to pay him Rs. 500 per month as house-rent! 
Though only one Chairman had hitherto sufficed, provision has been made in the 
Bill for a Deputy Chairman on Rs. 1,200 to 1,500. The rate-payers’ money will 
simply go to fill the pockets of the officials. If the draft Bill is passed into law, 
the Commissioners will become mere ciphers, for under section 19, all property 
which had hitherto been vested in them will vest in the Manicipality; that is to 
say, the executive officers of the Municipality will become masters of all such 
property. The Commissioners now appoint the Engineer, the Health Officer 
and the other high officers; but under the Bill the General Committee will be 
vested with that power, and the Commissioners will not have the right even to 
appoint the Assessor, Amins, &c. All other enployés will be appointed by the 
Chairman, and the Commissioners will have no voice in the matter. Even if 
these employés misappropriate municipal money under the very eyes ‘of the 
Commissioners, the latter will be unable to interfere. The Chairman will spend 
the rate-payers’ money, but will not have to take the sanction of the Commis- 
sioners to the expenditure. _ : 

Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu brought a number of serious charges against 
the Engineer, but the latter made no attempt to disprove them. The Engineering 
Department swallows up 75 per cent. of the municipal money, and yet this 
Department is full of abuses. The Commissioners cannot, with all their supervi- 
sion, prevent waste. It is impossible to say how many lakhs will be wasted, 
when once that supervision and control are withdrawn. The incidence of 
taxation will rise to its maximum, and the poor will not be able to live in 
Calcutta. 

Under the Bill the Chairman and the General Committee have been made 
virtual masters of the Municipality. But in the General Committee the elected 
Commissioners will have only four representatives, the remaining eight being 
nominees of the Government and of the English merchants, traders, and the 
Port Commissioners. The rate-payers’ money will, therefore, be spent, not by 
the elected Commissioners, but by the representatives of the Government and 
the English merchants. This is, indeed, a strange provision! When the elected 
Commissioners are to have only four representatives on the General Committee, 
the rate-payers should, in justice, be required to find only-one-third of the total 
expenditure, and the remaining two-thirds should be realised from the Govern- 
ment and the English merchants, who will enjoy two-thirds of the power. It 
will not be justice to enjoy the power and not to take the responsibility. 

27. The Bangavasi of the 27th August publishes a ah senate 

ina) Ri}. cated article on the Calcutta Municipal Bill:— 

whe Colne Been Waiter-supply.—The first acid ade diel with 
the Bill is the question of water-supply. The water-meter will be a source of 
annoyance to many. Section 228 of the Bill runs as follows:—‘‘ If the Chairman 
bas reason to believe that the occupier of any building consumes more filtered 


water than he is entitled to as aforesaid, the Chairman may provide a water- — 


meter and attach the same to the water pipes of the said building.” Now, the 
Chairman who is, so to say, the King of Calcutta, has to depend upon his 
subordinates and is guided by their report. Those who will be able to bribe 
subordinate municipal employés will escape unhurt; they will never be found 
guilty of wasting water and will never have a water-meter forced upon them. 
It is the poor and the poor alone who will suffer. They will have a water- 
meter forced upon them, for which they will have to pay something every 
month. If the water-meter breaks t ey will have to repair it at their own 
cost. So much for individual rate-payers. As regards the rate-payers of a 


BaNGaVagl, 
Aug. 27th P 1898, 
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particular block, this is what is contained in section 229 :—"' Wheriever thé Chair 
man has reason to believe that the consumption of filtered water in any block is 
greater than the statutory allowance of three thousand gallons for ev 


of water-rate, he may attach a meter to the main or sub-main supplying bee 
block. Any water which may be used over and above the statutory ullowance 


to which the block is entitled as aforesaid shall be charged for, and the value 
recovered from the connected premises in the block rateably in proportion :to 
the water-rate paid.” But thisis not all. The poor rate-payer would have 
thanked his stars if he could have escaped by paying the fine aforesaid and 
procuring the wherewithal to pay that fine by pawning his wife’s ornaments, But 
no. Heis not to escape so easily. According to section 231, ‘‘ the Chairman 
may, if he thinks fit, cut off the water-supply to any block daily as soon as it 
has received its statutory supply, but not so as to stop the supply of water to 
buildings provided with meters under section 230.” Great, indeed, is the 
kindness of the law-makers. When the statutory allowance of water is exhausted, 
the water-supply will be stopped, no matter whether you die of thirst or 
not. There is, moreover, a humorous aspect to this question of water-supply. 
Section 238 lays down that “‘no person shall fraudulently dispose of any water 
supplied to him by the Chairman.” The Hindu who looks upon the giving of 
water as an act of great religious merit will thus be debarred from doing that 
meritorious act. 

Drains.—The next question of importance in connection with the Bill is 
the question of drains, Section 280 of the Bill will enablea rate-payer to 
annoy hisneighbours. It runs as follows:—“If it appears to the Chairman 


that the only means, or the most convenient means, by which the owner or 


occupier of any premises can cause his drawn to empty into a Municipal drain 
is by carrying the same into, through or under any land belonging to some 
person other than the said owner or occupier, the Chairman, after giving the 
owner of the land a reasonahle opportunity of stating any objection, may, with 
the approval of the General Committee, if no objection is raised, or if any 
objection which is raised appears to him invalid or insufficient, by written order, 
authorise the said owner or occupier to carry his drain into, through or under 
the said land in such manner as he shall think fit to allow.” But the conve- 
nience of drain-making does not end here. The section further provides as 
follows :—‘‘ 1f the owner of any land into, through or under which a drain has 
been carried under this section, while such land was unbuilt upon, desires at any 
time afterwards to erect a building on such land, the Chairman shall, with the 
approval of the Geveral Committee, by written notice, require the owner or 
occupier of the premises for the benefit of which such drain was constructed, to 
close, remove, or divert the same in such manner as may be approved by the 
said Committee, and to fill in, reinstate and make good the land as if the drain 
had not been carried into, through or under tho same.” But this is not all, 
The owner of a house will henceforward have to repair and cleanse not only 
his house-pipes, but also the street drains. Section 285 lays down that “‘eve 
drain in, alongside or under any street which has been or shall be constructed, 
whether at the cost of the municipal funds or not, for the sole use and 
benefit of, or which is continued for the sole use and benefit of, any pre- 
mises adjoining or near such street shall be maintained and from time 
to time repaired, flushed, cleansed, and emptied by the owner or occupier 
of the said premises.” But if you have nodrains in your house, then you become 
amenable to section 287, which runs as follows:—‘‘ Where any premises are, 12 
the opinion of the Chairman, without sufficient means of effectual drainage 
and a municipal drain or some place lawfully set apart for the discharge of 
is situated at a distance not exceeding 100 feet from some part 
of the said premises, the Chairman may, with the approval of the General 
Committee, by written notice, require the owner or occupier of the suid preml- 
ses to make a drain of such material, size, and description, and laid at such le 
and with such fall and outlet, as may appear to the Chairman necessary, 
emptying into such municipal drain or place aforesaid.” He may also require 
the owner or occupier of the said premises ‘‘to provide and set up all such 
appliances and fittings as may appear to the Chairman necessary for the pur- 
poses of gathering and teceiving the drainage from and conveying the same 
the said premises and of effectually flushing such drain and every fixture coD- 
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nected therewith.” And you must construct @ drain at any cost, you must find 
the money anyhow, you must pay for the appliances and fittings forced upon 


ou. If you cannot do so, you are at liberty to sell off your house and leave: 


leutta, bag and baggage. But the Bill promises to show a little favour to the 
rate-payers. For according to section 288, “the cost of constructing the 
portion of the drain s0 made, which is.situate more than 100 feet from 
the said premises, shall be borne by the Corporation ;” and “if, in the opinion 
of the Chairman, there is no municipal drain or sewer within reasonable 
distance of the said premises, he may require the owner of the premises to 
construct a drain or drains and a closed cesspool of such material, size, and 
descripticn, in such portions, at such level and with allowance for such fall, as 
he may prescribe.” This section, this strange section has been imported from 
Bombay. Section 292 speaks of two drains, one for sewage, offensive matter 
and polluted water, and another and an entirely distinct drain, for rain water 
or unpolluted sub-soil water, or for both rain-water and unpolluted sub-soil 
water, each emptying into separate municipal drains or other suitable places. 
Such drains pg cesspools, &c., shall be open to examination and inspection by 
the Chairman, and for the purpose of such inspection and examination the Chair- 
man may cause the ground or any portion of any drain or other work exterior to 4 
building or, with the approval of the General Committee, any portion of the 
building which he may think fit to be opened, broken up, or removed. Inthe 
prosecution of any such inspection or examination, however, as little damage 
as may be shall be done. If, again, upon any such inspection and examination 
as aforesaid, it is found that the drain, &c., is in proper order and condition, 
the ground or the portion of any buildiug, drain or other work, if any, opened, 
broken up or removed for the purpose of such inspection and examination shall 
be filled in, reinstated, and made good by the Chairman. But if it is found 
that the drain is not in good order or condtiion, the expenses of the inspection 
and examination shall be paid by the owner of the premises, and the said 
owner shall at his own cost fill in, reinstate, and make good the ground, or the 
portion of any building, drain or other work, opened, broken up, or removed 

or the purpose of such inspection and examination. | : 

Prwvies.—The rules regarding the construction of privies are inconveniently 
strict. The construction of a privy will, under the new rules, be ruinously 
expensive. No one will be allowed to construct a privy without leaving six feet 
of land at the back of the house. It will be very much expensive to fulfil the 
requirements of sections 300 and 303 in the construction of a privy. The 
generalityof the public will not be able to build such expensive privies. Shrewd 
people, however, will manage to disregard the law with impunity by paying 
illegal gratifications to the municipal subordinates. 

So much for the construction of privies. As for the building regulations, 
they are too many to be noticed in this issue. These building regulations will 
drive many out of Calcutta. But who will be benefited by this? Let the 
Government improve the metropolis as best it may; we can have no reason- 
able objection to that. We know that people of small means like ourselves 
ought not to live in the metropolis, and we also know that such living is expen- 
sive. But the Government has, by having allowed us to live so long in the 
metropolis, placed us in a false position. All our stake is in the metropolis. 
We have no house in the village, no friends or relatives there with whom we 
can seek a shelter. We shall be virtually ruined if we have to leave Calcutta. 
Let the Government improve the town just as it likes, let the town be turned 
into a paradise. But let us be paid adequate compensation for our buildings 
and we shall at once leave the town. des 


| VI.—MisceLLanzovs. 
38. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 27th August has the fol- 
Lord Elein I lowing :— ae 
a oe Lord Elgin’s advent in this country gave rise 
to hopes in all hearts. Elgin the father raised expectations of bee but 
alas! it was not given to him to fulfil those expectations. ple 
hoped that Elgin the son would not only fulfil the expectations raised by his 
illustrious father, but would also fulfil the expectations which he himself raised. 
But alas! he has not fulfilled even one expectation.. His time for retirement 
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is near, but our hopes remain unfulfilled. The night is all but past, but the 
moon has not shed its light. The rainsfare all but over, but the Chatak’s (lark’s) 
thirst remains unquenched. To tell the truth, in no act of Lord Elgin’s haya 
we found the least trace of that magnaninnous heart which was possessed 


his father. In many acts in which His Excellency had not to carry out the 


behests of his masters, Lord Elgin has frustrated the hopes which: we enter. 
tained regarding his rule. 7 
39. The ne Chandrika of the 29th August has the fol. 
| owing :— 
In the course of a speech made in England by 
. Mr. Chambers, the editor of the Bomba Champion, 
the speaker observed that there was no sedition among the people of India ; 


they knew not what sedition was; what they did know was to excite the 
sympathy and generosity of the British people. This remark has made the 
Englishman newspaper extremely angry. The Englishman has in his mind get 
down all native writers and speakers for rebels and flies into a passion if an 

one thinks or says that it is not so. The Englishman’s opinion is worthy of his 
heart. But one cannot admire the intelligence or good sense of those whe, like 
the Englishman, would see the loyal people of this country become rebels. It is 
the existence of loyalty in the hearts of the people that makes the State as well as 
the Sovereign happy. It is not at all baad to see how dreadful must sedition 
and disloyalty be in a country which has a population of thirty crores. Not a 
thousand laws, not ten thousand law courts, not a hundred thousand punish- 
ments can remove the ill-will that dwells within the heart. If there is 
ill-will in the heart of a people, it is sure to occasionally manifest itself. If 
there is really sedition in India, Justice Strachey’s decision or the sedition law 
will never be able to stamp it out, Ill-will towards Government or sedition, 
if it really exists anywhere, can never be removed by administrative rigour. 
Everyone knows that the Spanish authorities adopted the most rigorous mea: 
sures to suppress the rebellion in Cuba and Manilla, but ali to no purpose; the 
rebellion, on the contrary, went on increasing in porportion as rigour was 
increased. What do wesee in Crete? Have the Turkish authorities at all 
succeeded in putting down the insurrection in that island? What are the 
Armenians doing? They are being simply exterminated, and yet their 
rebellion is not crushed. Has anything been able to put a stop to the doings 
of the Russian Nihilists? ‘The wilds of Siberia are full of exiles, but Nihilist 
disturbances are not quelled. Are European Anarchists, too, yet put down? 
No. No law or punishment, however rigorous, can ever suppress a real 
rebellion, The French Government prescribed the most severe punishment 
for Anarchists, but Anarchists are not suppressed. It is a mistake to see or 
search for sedition in India, and the fact that the emotional outbursts of 
Indian writers and speakers have been construed as expressions of ill-will 
towards Government and those writers and speakers have been punished, is the 
greatest mistake that has been made. Mr, Chambers has seen this and ex- 
plained it to an Wnglish audience, thereby incurring the displeasure of the 
Englishman and Anglo-Indians like him. But what every well-wisher of India 
desires is that Mr, Chambers’ words may prove true and that the cry of 
sedition may prove unwarranted. Why, the consequences would be simply 
disastrous if it did not prove unwarranted. It is simply madness to try to 
conjure up the vision of an evil which does not really exist, but whose appear- 


The question of sedition in 
India. 


ance can only mean a mighty revolution in the State. The Englishman and 


those who share his views are the maddest of men. Suspicion produces distrust, 
and needless suspicion is often a characteristic of the man who would kill him- 
self, But Anglo-Indians like the Englishman are not only bent on self-destruc- 
tion, but also on the destruction of the Government. It is extremely reprehen- 
sible on the part of Government to lend its support and countenance ta such 
evil-minded, badly-disposed anddesigning men. Sedition and disloyalty donot 
exist in loyal India. The British Government has no enemy in India. 
They are the greatest enemies of the State and the Sovereign and also of their 
own selves, who would caugelessly set down the loyal and friendly people of 
India as enemies. It is thesé men who are in rebellion against the overnment 


and their own selves: Our words will not prove palatable to Anglo-Indian§ 
like the Englishman, but they are true. _ en ee 2 " 
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Uriya Papers. 


a m . 

40, The Utkaldipika of the 2nd July 1s of opinion that the Raja of 
5 ia tak tks shape in ~ Madras Presidency should be 
eeder line from a station On 4, oonraged by all means to construct a light rail- 
wane a Ot way rin the Nuapada station of the Rast Coast 
Railway to his own estate, as it will be a good feeder line, which will benefit 
the tenants of his estate in various beg The Raja has submitted a pro- 

posal to Government on the subject and has obtained a discouraging reply. 

41. The same paper of the 9th July regrets to learn that the car festival 
in Puri extended over full fifteen days, much to the 
inconvenience of spectators and devotees, and 
hopes that the local authorities will in future so arrange as to onable the gods 
to have their cars drawn more quickly and steadily from the temple to Gun- 
dicha and back. 

42. The same paper brings the condition of the Bhuvaneswar Temple to 
the notice of the public, and states that though 
many attempts have been made by private indivi- 
duals to raise funds for its repair, no money worth the name has been raised 
up to date. The writer regrets that a renowned temple like Bhuvaneswar 
should decay and fall down for want of public support. 


The car festival in Puri. 


The Bhuvaneswar Temple. 


Assam PAPERS. 


43. The Paridarsak of the 15th August has heard of the whimsical con- 
duct of the officials in Karimganj, Assam, and of 
Acquisition of land for @ race- failure of justice at their hands. The means 
pein cnaens dais adopted by Mr. Ezechiel, Subdivisional Officer of 
Karimganj, for acquiring the lands of certain raiyats in order to make them 
into a race-course for the use of the tea-planters of Longai Valley are abso- 
lutely unjustifiable and unlawful. Mr, Ezechiel gave verbal orders to a 
patwari to have the lands measured, but the man not being able to produce 
any written order from the Subdivisional Officer was not allowed by the raiyats 
to carry on the measurements. The matter being reported to that officer by 
the patwari, he ordered the Police Sub-Inspector to een one of the 
raiyats. The case was tried by the Subdivisional Officer himself and the poor 
raiyat was fined ten rupees. This is administration of justice! And itis now 
said that the lands in question will be acquired under the Land Acquisition 
Act. A race-course for the amusement of tea-planters is certainly a ‘“‘ public 
purpose” for which land ought to be acquired under the Land Acquisition 
Act ! 
44, The same paper suggests that the Rural Sub-Registration offices in 
i Assam, instead of being located at the head-quarters 
fo re, poe Registration offices of subdivisions, should be located near the places 
from which the largest number of documents come 
for registration. The Inspector-General of Registration sud the Chief Com- 
missioner are alsu requested to consider the propriety of placing in charge of 
Sub-Registration offices, men who would be residents of places within their 
own jurisdictions. The practice is a source of a good deal of evil. 
45. The same paper contains the following English article :— 
; We have to congratulate the Government of 
of ing scheme for the grading Myr, Cotton on the resolution sonteining a new 
el scheme for the grading of tahsildars in Assam on 
an amalgamated list with Sub-Deputy Collectors, published in the provincial 
gazette of the 6th August. There are at present 30 tahsildars in Assam 
including the two tahsildar in Cachar and one in the Naga Hills, who occupy 
the same position as the tahsildars of the Assam Valley. Of these 9 draw 
Rs. 150, 13, Rs. 125, and 8 Rs. 100 per mensem, the total monthly cost being 
Rs. 3,775 or Re. 45,300 per annum. Under the existing system these officers 
are not placed in the same graded list with Sub-Deputy Collectors and do not 
get grade to grade promotion, but are paid according te the importance of their 
charges. ‘The reason assigned is that tahsildars in Assam have no judicial 
functions and are really a superior class of mauzadars rather than tahsildars. 
The tahsil system was first introduced into the Assam Valley in 1883 and it 
would appear (we quote from the Government Resolution) that ‘‘ most of the 
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tahsildars originally appointed were men who had rendered approved sery; 

as cikselias Wad who had claims to be soowiiad “los whed their bia 
charges were abolished while it was thought that their experience as revenue 
collectors would be of value in starting the new system,” Now Mr. Cotton 

while admitting that to these men who were passed middle-age when appointed. 
the present arrangement may have been suitable, thinks that ‘the time has come 
when efforts should be made to obtain tahsildars of a better class, and to recrust young 
men of good educational qualifications in the place of the old and more or less unedye 
cated officers, who were appointed when tahsils were first formed.” The italics 
are ours and we fully agree in the spirit of these remarks. The times are fast 
changing. Education is spreading by leaps and bounds, creating amongst the 
increasing number of the recipients thereof a growing, yet a natural demand 
for lucrative appointments in the public service. Then there are the require- 
ments of the public service which are imperative and must out-weigh all other 
considerations. For in the words of the Resolution :—* It is a fact that many 
of the existing tahsildars are unacquainted with English, but they are holding 
offices and are remunerated on a scale of salary which the most highly-educated 
natives in the province would be glad to accept. It is true also that tahsildars 
at present exercise very limited judicial functions, but Mr. Cotton does not look 
on this state of things as satisfactory. In a province with a rayatwari settle- 
ment there is an immense mass of petty revenue business of a judicial nature 
which should be performed by tahsildars instead of being dealt with as at 
present at sadar and subdivisional head-quarters to the inconvenience of the public 
and the detriment of more important work. The proposed change, however, 
is meant to be gradual, for tahsildars will not at present be vested with judicial 
powers for criminal or civil work, but only with power to try and dispose of 
simple revenue cases on the spot. 

The next question dealt with in the Resolution is how to secure a better 
class of men, and it is pointed out that the first essential is that they should be 
given a prospect of steady promotion and that therefore the graded system 
should be imtroduced. ‘There is always a practical difficulty in giving promo- 
tion by transferring men of long service or superior claims to the charge of 
the more important tahsils to which a higher salary is attached. It is there- 
fore considered ‘‘more convenient that an officer should receive promotion 
without being transferred from a charge when he has acquired influence and 
experience.” Besides the principle that an officer’s pay should be persona! and 
not local is recognised in the Imperial and Provincial Services and in the Sub- 
Deputy Collector’s branch of the Subordinate Civil Service, and Mr. Cotton 
thinks there is no valid reason for departing from it in the case of tahsildars, 
It is, therefore, proposed to grade tahsildars and Sub-Deputy Collectors in one 
list—an arrangement which, it is said, has met with great success in Bengal, since 
its introdnction there in 1893 by Sir Charles Elliot—but the majority of the 
existing tahsildars being men of inferior education and being already liberally 
rewarded for the services they perform and they having no claims to pro- 
motion, the amalgamation will be carried out gradually as vacancies occur 
among the tahsildars, by the absorption of tahsildars’ appointments and the 
addition of appointments to the grade of Sub-Deputy Piieahies in future 
Sub-Deputy Collectors being appointed to the charge of tahsils on a pay of 
Rs. 100 and upwards. 

The existing 30 posts of tahsildars together with the two newly-created 
appointments of the Jainta parganas on Rs. 150 and Rs 125 respectively will, 
when the amalgamation has been completed, raise the graded list of Sub- 
Deputies from 22 to 54, that is to say, from 3 to 4 in the first grade, 4 to 7 m 
the second grade, 7 to 12 in the third grade, 5 to 16 in the fourth grade, and 
12 to15 in the 5th grade, and this without entailing any additional expenditure, 
while it is expected to raise the efficiency of the service. We quite agree with 
Mr. Cotton that the present system of recruiting Sub-Deputies is anything but 
satisfactory, The examination, as is rightly pointed out in the Resolution, 1s no 
better than a farce, and it is therefore with delight that we hail the announce 
ment that the Chief Commissioner has submitted to the India Government 
revised rules for admission into the Subordinate Civil Service with the object 


of raising the standard of qualifications and encouraging the admission 
natives of the province, 
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46. The same paper fails to see why the Subdivisional Officer of Sunamganj 
| changed his mind and, refusing to accept the deci- 
The school-boy case in Sunam- gion of the majority of the School Committee in 
lila the school-boy case, committed the accused for trial 
by a criminal court. A similar case between school-boys and the police occur- 
red when Mr. Luttman-Johnson was the Deputy Commissioner of the district, 
but he made it over to the School Committee for disposal. In Bengal Sir 
Alfred Croft issued a circular directing that all cases between school-boys and 
the police should be investigated and disposed of by School Committees, as 
punishment by way of school discipline 18 far better calculated to have a 
corrective influence on school-boy character than punishment inflicted by a 
criminal court, which was sure to ruin a boy. In the opinion of Sir Alfred 
Croft, a School Committee is also better qualified to find out and punish the 
true culprits than a criminal court, where failure of justice from legal techni- 
calities not infrequently occur. 

47. The same paper draws attention to the recrudescence of theft and 
dacoity in Karimganj, in Assam, and to the inability 
of the local police to trace the offenders. Lately a 
dacoity was committed in a boat, some six or seven miles from the Jaldup thana, 
and though the dacoits carried away no property, they hurt one of the passengers 
so severely as to make his removal to hospital necessary. In another dacoity 
case, in which the police could not trace the offenders, two Cabulis were 
detected by the employés of the Haflang post-office, where they had brought 
some silver ornaments for transmission. 

48. The same paper advises the Assam authoritiesto abolish the system of 
farming out pounds by public auction, which has 
been introduced in Assam in imitation of the Bengal 
system. The system has been productive of much evil in Bengal and is pro- 
ducing equally bad results in Assam. The Chief Commissioner is requested to 
make a thorough reform of pound administration. 

49. The same paper cannot understand why the Municipal authorities of 

E _ Sylhet have up to this time taken no steps to com- 

—e of Kazi's Bazarin ye] the owners of Kazi’s Bazar to attend to the 

| drainage of the place. The smallest shower fills 

the Bazar with deep mud, and nothing but pucka drains will improve its 
condition. 

50. The same paper complains of the inconvenience which is experienced 
by those Hindus who have to burn dead bodies in 
the Sylhet burning-ground on account of there 
being no arrangement for supply of fuel. A fuel godown near the burning 


The Karimganj police. 


Pound administration in Assam. 


Cremation in Sylhet town. 


ground, and placed in charge of a chaukidar, for sale of fuel for cremation purposes, _ 


will remove this inconvenience, and bring at the same time some profit to the 
Municipality. 
CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BenGAaLi TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 8rd September 1898. 
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